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A BRIEF REPORT 

ON 

One Day International Webinar 

ON 

Amar Ekushe (International Mother Language Day) 

 

Organized by: Department of Bengali in Collaboration with IQAC, Hazi A. K. Khan College 

Resource Persons: Mijanur Rahaman, Professor, English Department, Islamic University, Kusthia, 

Bangladesh, Md. Saiful Islam, Editor, Begbati, Jhinaidaha, Bangladesh, Nandakumar Bera, Head of the 

Department, Bengali Department, Ranchi University, Ranchi, Jharkhand, Hatemul Islam, President, 

Governing Body, Hazi A. K. Khan College and Reporter of All India Radio.  

Date: February 21, 2021 

Time: IST 12:30 p.m. 

WebEx Link: https://drpartha.webex.com/drpartha/j.php?MTID=m7c0e2c2926406c5edec87649267bd88b  

YouTube Link: https://www.youtube.com/live/gjs5LDS-KFE?si=70sk9m-EUDp7t3mk  

Objectives:  

International Mother Language Day has been observed every year on 21 February since the year 2000. It was 

created by the United Nations Education, Science and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) to promote linguistic 

and cultural diversity and multilingualism. The idea of marking this day started in Bangladesh where 21 

February is the anniversary of the day people in that country fought to recognize the Bengali (Bangla) language. 

In Bangladesh people still lay flowers at the Shaheed Minar (Martyr’s Monument) to remember the day. the 

objective of International Mother Language Day is: 

 to promote the idea that linguistic and cultural diversity is a source of strength and a means of achieving 

a more peaceful and sustainable world. 

 to build greater awareness and understanding among different communities  

 to foster greater respect and tolerance for all languages and cultures. 
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Brief Description:  

The Webinar was stated by inaugural speech by Dr. Chandrani Pal, Chairperson of the webinar and Teacher-in-

Charge, Hazi A. K. Khan College. It was followed by inaugural song presented by Latif Shah, renowned artist 

of Bangladesh radio and television. In his keynote address, Professor Nandakumar Bera, HoD, Department of 

Bengali, Ranchi University stressed on the importance of the day. Hatemul Islam, Reporter and GB President 

discussed about glorified history of struggle for Bangla vasa (Bengali language) in East Bengal. Mijanur 

Rahaman, Professor of English Department, Islamic University, Kusthia, Bangladesh discussed tha languages 

are vital for people and the world as instruments to preserve identity, development, education and integration. 

Due to globalization just over 40% of the 6,000 or so languages spoken in the world today are endangered and 

only a few hundred languages have a place in educational systems. Even fewer are represented digitally. He 

also stressed to acknowledge the invaluable contribution of languages to the development of individuals, 

societies, and cultures. Md. Saiful Islam, Editor, Begbati, Jhinaidaha, Bangladesh talked about importance of 

our mother tongues and use them to bridge cultural divides, foster understanding, and build a more inclusive 

and peaceful world. It was followed by an interactive session conducted by Injamamul Haque, SACT, Bengali 

Department. The webinar ended with the vote of thanks by Abdur Razzak, SACT, Bengali Department. The 

webinar was a grand success by collaborative efforts of the staff of Bengali Department and IQAC members. 

Outcomes:  

It is expected that this seminar will help the participants: 

 to promote the preservation and protection of all languages, especially endangered ones 

 to encourage people to use and promote their mother tongue. 

 to raise awareness about the importance of linguistic diversity in promoting cultural understanding, 

peaceful coexistence, and sustainable development. 
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